PRIMARY SERVICE PROVIDERS

FACTS
• Mental illnesses are neurological
disorders caused by chemical
imbalance. Medication can typically
control these disorders; however,
access to treatment and medication
����������������
individuals. Due to the closing of many
mental health facilities in Ohio, jails
have become the major care providers
for many persons with mental illness.
• Prisoners have four times the rate of
mental illness and seven times the
rate of substance abuse as the general
population.
• It is estimated that 16 percent of
incarcerated adults have a diagnosable
mental illness.
• Incarceration of mentally ill offenders
costs about $25,000 per person, per
year. In contrast, a person involved in
the Mental Health Court will cost less
than $3,000 annually.

COMPASS Family & Community Services
Coordinator: Patricia Taylor MSMHC, LPCC-S
Forensic CPST: Jasmine Jones, BSAS
535 Marmion Ave.
Youngstown, Ohio 44502
To learn more about CPNQBTT ,
visit COMPASSFamily.org
and

C A R E S
CHANGE • APPLYING • REHABILITATION
EDUCATION • SUPPORT

Community Support Network (CSN)
Forensic CPST: Craig Davis
1344 Fifth Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44504
and

Adult Parole Authority

Julie Jones, Probation Officer
242 W. Federal St.
Youngstown, OH 44505
330-797-9994

Court Address

Mahoning County
Common Pleas Court
120 Market St.
Youngstown, OH 44503
330-740-2150 | Fax: 330-742-5882

Helping You Make
Healthy Changes to
Improve Your Life
Mahoning County Common Pleas
Felony Mental Health Court

COMPASS Family '! Community Services
535 Marmion Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44502
330-782-5664 | Fax: 330-782-1614

This program could not exist without the
gener����������
t of the Mahoning
County Mental Health and Recovery Board.

Judge Maureen A. Sweeney
120 Market Street
Youngstown, Ohio 44503

The CARES program through the Mahoning County Mental Health Court
is an option for individuals with a severe mental illness who have been
charged with felonies and are facing a potential jail sentence. The
primary goal is to keep defendants psychiatrically stable and crime-fr ee
by teaching them to make healthy changes in their lives.
The program is designed to:
• Keep individuals out of jail
• Prevent homelessness
• Coordinate mental health treatment
• Provide services such as counseling,
psychiatric care and intensive case
management
• Offer community service options
• Potentially dismiss charges and
terminate probation upon successful
program completion

Referral Process
The presiding Judge, prosecutor or the
individual’s attorney can make referral
at the arraignment. Once a referral
has been made, the individual will be
contacted for an evaluation to see if they
meet the requirements.

Eligibility and Requirements
• Charged with third, four��������
ee
felonies
• Diagnosis of major mental illness such
as Schizophrenia or Bipolar Disorder.
The court will consider other primary
diagnoses on a case-b y-case basis.
• Ability to understand program
requirements
• Willingness to participate, to take
medication as prescribed and to abstain
from drugs and alcohol
• Resident of Mahoning County
• Two-y ear commitment through the Court,
including following probation guidelines
and intensive case management services
• Court appearance on a weekly basis or as
needed
• Adherence to additional rules set by the
court
Individuals char ged with crimes of
violence will only be accepted with
prior victim consent. Individuals
charged with sex off enses or lengthy
histories of crime, drug abuse and
violence are not eligible.

Judge Maureen A. Sweeney
The Honorable Maureen A. Sweeney
was instrumental in the development of
the mental health special docket in the
Mahoning County Common Pleas Court,
and volunteered to serve as judge.
She graduated with a Bachelor of
Science degree from Youngstown State
University in 1985, majoring in chemical
engineering with a minor in chemistry
and math. Judge Sweeney attended The
University of Akron, where she received
her Juris Doctorate in 1993.
Judge Sweeney has years of experience
in private law practice, where she
handled domestic, juvenile, criminal
and civil cases. The individuals she met
during this time inspired compassion
for, and commitment to, the mentally ill,
making her well-suited for the position
of Mental Health Court Judge.

